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August 20: Anti-riot police known as the Dobermans dispersed a demonstration by university
students in downtown Panama City with clubs and tear gas bombs. The new wave of violence
exploded in the afternoon, when the students attempted to answer a call by the Opposition Student
Union Coordinator (COEU), member group of the National Civic Crusade. Incidents continued
into the late evening hours in areas surrounding the University of Panama campus where students
had erected street barricades consisting of trash and old tires. In the course of setting fire to the
barricades, two automobiles were destroyed. According to the police, in an attempt to prevent the
students from setting fire to an automobile, policemen were pelted with bottles and shot at by a
group of persons from a high-rise building. The group included two US citizens, they said. August
21: Dozens of medical doctors and nurses employed in major Panama City hospitals demonstrated
against the government in the major thoroughfares of the capital, while university and secondary
level students set up barricades at several points in the city. Throughout the morning and early
afternoon, anti-riot police refrained from intervening in the demonstrations. August 23: Thousands
of women dressed in white and waving handkerchiefs staged a march in the capital city's major
thoroughfares, demanding that the government dismiss military personnel and other public officials
implicated in corruption, fraud and murder. Some 20,000 women according to estimates by reporters
and independent observers participated in the "Liberty of Expression" march. Organizers claimed
that up to 100,000 persons cheered them on from automobiles and sidewalks. The women chanted
slogans against the Panamanian Defense Forces, and Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega, principal target
of the street protests during the last two months. Many carried placards emblazoned with "Liberty,
Justice, and Democracy." Other placards demanded justice for six businessmen, leaders of the
National Civic Crusade. On August 6, the government issued an arrest order on the grounds that the
six intended to overthrow the government. Two sought asylum at the Peruvian embassy, while the
other four are in hiding. The demonstrators chanted, "Yes, the people are courageous, the women
are in the street, and LA PRENSA shall be opened" ("Este pueblo si es valiente, las mujeres estan
en la calle y que abran LA PRENSA"). LA PRENSA is one of the opposition newspapers closed by
the government. The demonstration was part of a series of protests organized by the National Civic
Crusade, an organization consisting of 107 civic, business, professional and student groups. (Basic
data from AP, AFP, Prensa Latina)
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